
SIRMOOR GOLF SOCIETY (SGS) 
 

In order to get good deals with Golf Clubs it is necessary for visiting clubs to have at least 12 players. 
This is becoming increasingly difficult with the SGS as age takes its toll of our members. Thus we have 
widened our membership to others in the Brigade of Gurkhas who play as Honorary SGS members 
(indicated with '(H)' against their names in the reports) and we are considering opening up certain 
fixtures as 'Invitation Days'.  

 
Swinley Forest Golf Club – 4 March 2015 
 
To celebrate the Regiment's 200th anniversary we decided to start the season on one of the finest golf 
courses, Swinley Forest Golf Club, rated to be one of the top 100 golf courses in the world and accurately 
described in some reviews: 
 
“Swinley Forest is an absolutely charming golf course on the famous Surrey/Berkshire sand belt, but its a club 
that is frozen in time, exclusive, unusual and totally eccentric. There is no Captain and despite being in existence 
for over 100 years, no history except in the members’ heads. Only recently have scorecards been printed, holes 
allocated par figures, and competitions been introduced for Swinley’s distinguished members. The fact that there 
are no obligatory handicaps and members choose what they play off, says something of the membership’s attitude 
to life". 
 
“It is said that ‘members of The Berkshire Golf Club are all gentlemen and love to play golf; all the Sunningdale 
members love to play golf but not all are gentlemen; and all the Swinley Forest members are gentlemen but don’t 
give a fig whether they play golf or not!”. 
 
Richard Kemmis Betty managed to get a great deal with the Club so it was no wonder that we had a 
very promising response from members ending up with 23 players who played in 6 groups of three or 
four: Jon Aslett, Derek & Ann Burton, Willie Bicket (H), Tim Chappell, Nick Cooke (H), Bob Couldrey 
(H), Norman & Alison Corbett, Peter Duffell, David Harrison (H), Rosie Harrop, Nigel Hodges, Bruce 
Jackman, Alexander Kemmis Betty and his guest Nigel Baker, Richard Kemmis Betty, Anita Morley 
(H), Phil Murray, Mark Pettigrew, Mike & Jenny Roe (H), and William Shuttlewood. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Richard produced an interesting format for the day; an Individual Stableford Competition that 
included pairs playing against each other in a 4 Ball Better Ball Competition. He has a cunning way of 
managing this when there are only three players in a group!  
 
In keeping with the eccentricity of the Club our start was delayed as we were obliged by the Club rules 
to wait for a late Club Member, accompanied by his dog, to tee off! But we showed some Sirmoor style 
as we gathered on the 1st Tee – especially in attire with Peter Duffell in plus fours with Regimental lali 



stockings, and Tim Chappell in a Regimental sweater with a wide lali stripe around the chest. So all 
was set for a great day's golf despite a Spring chill in the air which made the mug of consomme soup 
with a slug of Tio Pepe at the Halfway Hut most welcome. 
 
The 4 Ball Better Ball competitions between pairs in each group produced some good mini-matches, 
the most notable being Nigel Baker and Anita Morley surprisingly proving too strong for Mark 
Pettigrew and Alexander Kemmis Betty, and Richard Kemmis Betty and Mike Roe beating Rosie 
Harrop and Phil Murray on the last hole after a miracle shot by Mike Roe.  
 
The individual prizes went to: Nigel Baker – Winner with 35 points; Anita Morley – Best Lady with 32 
points; Mark Pettigrew – Nearest the Pin; Norman Corbett – Longest Drive; Willie Bicket – the 'John 
Aslett Over 20 Handicap' prize. Nobody deserved the Sevi Prize (doing the most audacious shot that 
produces a result) so the prize went to Jenny Roe who somehow fell down a sinkhole! And breaking 
with Sirmoor tradition of not allowing any player to win more than one prize, she was awarded the 
plastic duck 'Joker' prize because she also fell in love with the duck! 
 
We finished the day with an outstanding curry meal where the Club Chef produced five different 
curries and a wonderful selection of puddings. It was a great start to the SGS golfing season. 

                    BCJ 
 
SGS Championship – Corhampton Golf Club – 14 May 2015 
 
We had a disappointing turnout with just 13 players this year: Jon Aslett, Derek Burton, Steve Clifton, 
Nick Cooke (H), Norman & Alison Corbett, Bob Couldrey (H), David Harrison, Bruce Jackman, Richard 
Kemmis Betty, Mark Pettigrew, and Mike & Jenny Roe (H). A few regulars had pathetic excuses not to 
come and challenge Mark Pettigrew who returned to defend his title and the Trophy which he won this 
time last year. The day started with continuos light, but soaking, rain that eventually cleared up but 
not before most people were pretty wet. Nevertheless the Sirmoor spirit came to the fore and the day 
was played in good humour throughout. 
 
The Champion and winner of the 2nd Goorkhas Golf Trophy, as well as the much coveted red & black 
dice-boarded flat hat, was Steve Clifton with a score of 35. This is the second time he has won the 
Trophy, which means an automatic cut of 4 strokes to his handicap at next year's Championships. Mark 
Pettigrew was Runner Up, very nearly retaining the Trophy, with a score of 34. Norman Corbett was 
third with 29 points. The Best Lady was Allison Corbett also with 29 points, but the prize went to Jenny 
Roe because Alison had won the Longest Drive (yes, that included the men!). Nobody even got onto 
the green at the 6th to win Nearest The Pin! However, Steve Clifton won Nearest The Pin on the 13th but 
the prize went to Richard Kemmis Betty as the second nearest shot because Steve had already won a 
prize (the Trophy). The 'John Aslett Over 20 Handicap' prize was jointly won by Derek Burton and 
Bruce Jackman. Two plastic ducks were awarded; one to Jon Aslett for colliding with the Club wheelie 
bin in his buggy, and the other to Nick for coming with no waterproofs – he did well to survive! The 
Joker prize went to Norman Corbett who consistently putted further past the hole than the length of 
his original putt. He won a putting practice machine! 
 
A challenging day's golf ended with the excellent traditional Curry meal we always enjoy at 
Corhampton. Let's hope more players turn out next year. 

BCJ  
 


