
SIRMOOR SHOOTING -ACTIVITIES 2016 

6 September 2016 – Baydon Simulated Game Day 

For the second year running, we took a day's simulated game shoot run by Barbury Shooting School in 
the beautiful Ramsbury valley near Marlborough. We had 14 guns including two guests: Nick Adams 
(guest), Charles Corbett with father Norman acting as loader, Sean & Sammie Crane, Peter Duffell, 
Richard & Penny Firth, Andrew Gregg (guest), Bruce Jackman, Andrew Johnston, David Thomas with 
Joanna as loader, Val Urquhart with John as loader, Charlie Ward and Michael Willis.  Guns were 
paired on 7 pegs over 5 drives – each gun shooting half the drive on each peg before changing over. 

We assembled at The Bell Inn, Ramsbury, for a Full English breakfast included in the cost of the day – 
5 drives and about 5,000 clays, plus a pub lunch and tea in the field all for £200 per gun. After the 
breakfast briefing and drawing pegs we set off in our fleet of cars for the first drive. All the drives were 
exceptionally well organised as per a proper game shoot . The 'birds' (clays) were put over the guns to 
replicate the characteristics of partridge and pheasant, coming in ones and twos and small groups, 
clusters, and large flushes, with specially adapted traps that projected the clays so realistically that they 
didn't slow down as the crossed the gun line. Each peg experienced about the same number of birds on 
each drive coming from various directions with some traversing more than one gun – and of course 
there was the inevitable poaching of birds over neighbouring pegs! One drive was a competition shoot 
with teams shooting in turn thereby providing a different perspective and some competitive edge. 
Great fun. 

Once again, just as last year, we all agreed that it was a really super day's shooting at the beginning of 
the season, as realistic as it could be, and very good value for money – so much so that we all agreed to 
repeat the experience at the same time next year. 

BCJ 
12 November 2016 – Macaroni Farm, Eastleach, Gloucestershire 

This year was 'unfinished business' from last year's challenging shoot in the eye of Storm Desmond (see 
the Report in Sirmooree No 76). 

The team gathered at The Swan Hotel, Bibury, for dinner on 11th November, having all observed their 
individual two minutes silence during the day. The team consisted of 9 guns, in no particular order: 
Bruce Jackman, John Nott, Charlie Ward, Val & 'Good Shot Darling' John Urquhart in support, Peter 
Taylor, Michael Willis, David Thomas, Edward Mackaness and Andrew Johnston. Audrey Willis, 
Joanna Thomas, Anne Johnston, and Julie Taylor joined for dinner; after which all, except Michael and 
Audrey who went to their home nearby, retired for a nightcap and overnight accommodation at The 
Walled Garden (Andrew & Anne's home). 

8.00am prompt the following morning, 12th November, the Walled Garden guests were all present for 
a magnificent breakfast that included smoked salmon and scrambled eggs. The questions uppermost 
in everyone's mind was “will Michael Willis remember the way to the shoot and will John Nott's 
driver/loader arrive in time?” (Remember last year John arrived without his driver/loader who was 
stuck in the English Channel en route from France!). 

9.00am the convoy of cars, under the control of ex-2nd Battalion MTO (retd) Andrew Johnston, left The 
Walled Garden for Marcaroni Farm, Eastleach. Rather surprisingly for Sirmooris we arrived at 
Macaroni Farm in good order and without incident, only to find that both Nott and Willis had arrived 
'ages' earlier and were into their second cup of coffee. 

Our hosts, Charles and Janie Phillips and son, Sam, welcomed us all with the  hope that we would be 
able to get a little nearer our target this year, at least before dark. The plan was to have three drives, 
then refreshments, followed by another two drives.  Our target was, again, about 150 birds. The 
Eastleach valleys are ideal for driven partridge off the tops of the surrounding ridges, and we were 
given the opportunity to shoot well over the expected bag. Without Hurricane Desmond this year we 
intended to demonstrate that we were slightly better than last year's ratio of 9:1 shots to kills. 



Following refreshments after the first three drives, Charles took us to a drive called Paul's Hill. This 
was the first time it was shot this season and it didn't disappoint. The guns stood in a valley, facing a 
200 yards of rising ground with their backs to a wood,. The driven pheasant came off the cover crop at 
the top of the rise and kept climbing as they flew over the guns. It was sensational shooting. Whilst we 
were offered another drive it was decided that we could not have bettered the quality of the birds 
shown at Paul's Hill and called it a morning after the four drives. 

Everyone retired to The Victoria Inn in Eastleach for drinks and a lunch of steak & mushroom pie 
followed by a delicious bread & butter pudding. The bag was 63 partridge, 55 pheasant, and one 
unlucky pigeon – a total of 119 birds at a ratio of 5:1 shots to kills. The Sirmoor reputation was restored! 

The Keeper, Paul Freebury, and his hard-working and enthusiastic band of beaters (probably more 
interested in checking whether we really were a 'Game Conservation Society' after last year's 
performance!) could not have presented the birds better for all guns on whatever pegs to have a great 
days shooting. However, the most extraordinary thing occurred in the year since we were last at 
Macaroni Farm. During our last visit, and at the height of Hurricane Desmond, somehow David 
Thomas lost his signet ring on a muddy path – and he didn't even know he had lost it at the time so 
there was no knowing where it was lost. However, many months later Paul Freebury was walking 
along a track and saw a glint. He scraped away the earth and there was the signet ring. He returned to 
a dumbfounded David Thomas at the end of this year's shoot.  

Whilst it is a long time before next season, Charles was asked if we would be allowed to return next 
year and do even better. He said he would welcome us again. We look forward to it. 
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