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VJ Day 15th August 1945 

Brief Overview 

15th August each year is commemorated as Victory over Japan Day. The Burma campaign started 

with the Japanese invasion of Burma on 15th December 1941 and immediately the strength and 

manoeuvrability of the Japanese gave them the upper hand. A re-organisation of the British, 

Indian, Burmese and Gurkha battalions early in 1942 saw Major General “Bill” Slim arrive to 

command Burma Corps and conduct a hard-fighting retreat through Burma to beyond its borders 

with India. The 17th Indian Division containing six Gurkha Battalions was pivotal to Slim’s plans. 

Following this withdrawal, the troops were reinforced, retrained and resupplied and Slim, now 

Lieutenant General and 14th Army Commander, oversaw the heroic battles around Imphal and 

Kohima in the early spring and summer of 1944.  Chindit Operations and offensives in the Arakan 

part of western Burma had played a significant part in disrupting Japanese plans to invade further 

into India. Having turned the tide, Slim’s 14th Army drove the Japanese back through Burma until 

their surrender was announced on 15th August 1945. Such was the level of engineering, 

communication and logistical support that Slim’s plans worked well and saw the Japanese 

defeated. The Battle Honours of The Royal Gurkha Rifles record these epic battles including, 

Sittang. Imphal, Mandalay, Meiktila, Tamandu, Chindits and many more. 

Nine Victoria Crosses were awarded to Gurkha Regiments for Burma. In May 1943 Havildar Gaje 

Ghale (2/5RGR) was awarded the Victoria Cross for an action in the Chin Hills. Three more 

Victoria Crosses would be awarded for the fighting around Imphal, while two would be awarded for 

the Arakan and three as Chindits. The Gurkha Museum in Winchester holds the Victoria Crosses 

of Captain Michael Allmand (3/6GR), Rfn Tulbahadur Pun (3/6GR), Rfn Ganju Lama (1/7GR) and 

Havildar Bhanbaghta Gurung (3/2GR) as well as many other gallantry awards for this campaign. 

 

The 9 Victoria Crosses for Burma: 

Havildar Gaje Ghale  5 RGR   27.5.1943  Burma   

Lieutenant (Acting Captain) M Allmand * 6 GR     11/23.6.1944    Burma (Chindit) 

Rifleman Ganju Lama MM  7 GR      12.6.1944  Burma 

Rifleman Tulbahadur Pun  6 GR      23.6.1944   Burma (Chind   

Jemadar (Acting Subedar) Netrabahadur Thapa* 5 RGR    25/26.6.1944    Burma  

Rifleman (Acting Naik) Agansing Rai  5 RGR    26.6.1944   Burma 

Captain (Temporary Major) F G Blaker MC* 9 GR       9.7.1944  Burma (Chindit) 



Rifleman Bhanbhagta Gurung                       2 GR       5.3.1945  Burma 

Rifleman Lachhiman Gurung                      8 GR      12/13.5.1945    Burma 

*Allmand, Netrabahadur and Blaker VCs were posthumous awards. 

There were also nine Divisional Commanders associated with the Burma campaign whose careers 

had started in Gurkha Regiments including Major General “Joe” Lentaigne who commanded the 

Chindits from March 1944. General “Bill” Slim had served in both 6th and 7th Gurkha Rifles before 

the war. 

During the Burma campaign, 27 Battalions of Gurkhas fought numbering some 35,000 with all 

Regiments of the Gurkha Brigade represented in the order of battle.  

 

Gurkha Battalions fought in the following Divisions 

3 Indian (Chindits)     23rd Indian 

5th Indian       25th Indian 

7th Indian      26th Indian 

14th Indian      44th Indian airborne 

17th Indian 

19th Indian 

20th Indian 

 

Burma Battle Honours carried forward to The Royal Gurkha Rifles. 

Sittang 1942, 1945, Pegu 1942, 1945, Kyaukse 1942, 1945, Monywa 1942, Shwegyin, North 

Arakan, Imphal, Tuitum, Tamu Road, Shenam Pass, Litan, Bishenpur, Tengnoupal, Shwebo, 

Mandalay, Myinmu Bridgehead, Fort Dufferin, Maymo, Meiktila, Capture of Meiktila, Defence of 

Meiktila, The Irrawaddy, Kyankmyaung Bridgehead, Magwe, Rangoon Road, Pyawbwe, Toungoo, 

Point 1433, Arakan Beaches, Myebon, Tamandu, Chindits 1943, 1945, Burma 1942-45. 

 

Victoria Cross Abridged Citations 

THE VICTORIA CROSS 

Havildar Gaje Ghale, 5th Gurkha Rifles, 

Burma, 27 May 1943 

“In order to stop an advance into the Chin Hills of greatly superior Japanese forces it was 

essential to capture Basha East Hill which was the key to the enemy position.  Two assaults 

had failed but a third assault was ordered to be carried out…  Havildar Gaje Ghale was in 

command of one platoon: he had never been under fire before and the platoon consisted of 

young soldiers.  The approach for this platoon to their objective was along a narrow knife-

edge with precipitous sides and bare of jungle whereas the enemy positions were well 



concealed.  In places, the approach was no more than five yards wide and was covered by a 

dozen machine guns besides being subjected to artillery and mortar fire… 

 While preparing for the attack the platoon came under heavy mortar fire but Havildar 

Gaje Ghale rallied them and led them forward.  Approaching to close range of the well-

entrenched enemy, the platoon came under withering fire and this N.C.O. was wounded in 

the arm, chest and leg by an enemy hand grenade.  Without pausing to attend to his serious 

wounds and with no heed to the intensive fire from all sides, Havildar Gaje Ghale closed his 

men and led them to close grips with the enemy when a bitter hand to hand struggle ensured. 

 Havildar Gaje Ghale dominated the fight by his outstanding example of dauntless 

courage and superb leadership.  Hurling hand grenades, covered in blood from his own 

neglected wounds, he led assault after assault encouraging his platoon by shouting the 

Gurkha’s battle-cry.  Spurred on by the irresistible will of their leader to win, the platoon 

stormed and carried the hill by a magnificent all out effort and inflicted very heavy casualties 

on the Japanese…” 

Extracts from London Gazette 30 September 1943. 

 

 

THE VICTORIA CROSS 

Captain Michael Allmand, 6th Gurkha Rifles, 

Burma, 11-23 June 1944 

 

“Captain Allmand was commanding the leading platoon of a Company of the 6th Gurkha 

Rifles…  when the Battalion was ordered to attack the Pin Hmi Road Bridge.  …The approach 

to the Bridge was very narrow as the road was banked up and the low-lying land on either 

side was swampy and densely covered in jungle.  The Japanese who were dug in along the 

banks of the road and in the jungle with machine guns and small arms, were putting up the 

most desperate resistance.  As the platoon came within twenty yards of the Bridge, the 

enemy opened heavy and accurate fire, inflicting severe casualties and forcing the men to 

take cover.  Captain Allmand, however, with the utmost gallantry charged on by himself, 

hurling grenades into the enemy gun positions and killing three Japanese himself with his 

kukrie.  Inspired by the splendid example of their platoon commander the surviving men 

followed him and captured their objective. 

 Two days later Captain Allmand…  took over command of the Company and, dashing 

thirty yards ahead of it through long grass and marshy ground, swept by machine gun fire, 

personally killed a number of enemy machine gunners and successfully led his men onto the 

ridge of high ground that they had been ordered to seize. 



 Once again on June 23rd in the final attack on the Railway Bridge at Mogaung, Captain 

Allmand, although suffering from trench-foot, which made it difficult for him to walk, moved 

forward alone through deep mud and shell holes and charged a Japanese machine gun nest 

single-handed, but he was mortally wounded and died shortly afterwards. 

 The superb gallantry, outstanding leadership and protracted heroism of this very brave 

officer were a wonderful example to the whole Battalion…” 

Extracts from London Gazette 26 October 1944. 

 

 

THE VICTORIA CROSS 

Rifleman Ganju Lama, MM, 7th Gurkha Rifles, 

Burma, 12 June 1944 

 

“…the enemy put down an intense artillery barrage lasting an hour on our positions north of 

the village of Ningthoukhong.  This heavy artillery fire knocked out several bunkers and 

caused heavy casualties, and was immediately followed by a very strong enemy attack 

supported by five medium tanks.  After fierce hand to hand fighting, the perimeter was driven 

in in one place and enemy infantry, supported by three medium tanks, broke through, 

pinning our troops to the ground with intense fire. 

 “B” Company, 7th Gurkha Rifles, was ordered to counter-attack and restore the 

situation.  Shortly after passing the start line it came under heavy enemy medium machine-

gun and tank machine-gun fire at point blank range, which covered all lines of approach.  

Rifleman Ganju Lama, the No. 1 of the P.I.A.T. gun, on his own initiative, with great coolness 

and complete disregard for his own safety, crawled forward and engaged the tanks single 

handed.  In spite of a broken left wrist and two other wounds, one in his right hand and one 

in his leg,  …Rifleman Ganju Lama succeeded in bringing his gun into action within thirty yards 

of the enemy tanks and knocked out first one then another, the third tank being destroyed 

by an anti-tank gun.  …he then moved forward and engaged with grenades the tank crews…  

Not until he had killed or wounded them all, thus enabling his company to push forward, did 

he allow himself to be taken back to the Regimental Aid Post… 

Throughout this action Rifleman Ganju Lama, although very seriously wounded, 

showed a complete disregard for his own personal safety, outstanding devotion to duty and 

a determination to destroy the enemy which was an example and inspiration to all ranks…” 

Extracts from London Gazette 7 September 1944. 

 

 



THE VICTORIA CROSS 

Rifleman Tulbahadur Pun, 6th Gurkha Rifles, 

Burma, 23 June 1944 

 

“…a Battalion of the 6th Gurkha Rifles was ordered to attack the Railway Bridge at Mogaung.  

…the enemy opened concentrated and sustained cross fire at close range from a position 

known as the Red House and from a strong bunker position two hundred yards to the left of 

it,  …both the leading platoons of “B” Company, one of which was Rifleman Tulbahadur Pun’s, 

were pinned to the ground and the whole of his Section was wiped out with the exception of 

himself, the Section Commander and one other man.  The Section commander immediately 

led the remaining men in a charge on the Red House but was at once badly wounded.  

Rifleman Tulbahadur Pun and his remaining companion continued the charge, but the latter 

too was immediately badly wounded. 

 Rifleman Tulbahadur Pun then seized the Bren gun, and firing from the hip as he went, 

continued the charge on this heavily bunkered position alone, in the face of the most 

shattering concentration of automatic fire, directed straight at him.  With the dawn coming 

up behind him, he presented a perfect target to the Japanese.  He had to move for thirty 

yards over open ground, ankle deep in mud, through shell holes and over fallen trees.  

Despite these overwhelming odds, he reached the Red House and closed with the Japanese 

occupants.  He killed three and put five more to flight and captured two light machine guns 

and much ammunition.  He then gave accurate supporting fire from the bunker to the 

remainder of his platoon which enabled them to reach their objective. 

 His outstanding courage and superb gallantry…  were most inspiring to all ranks and 

were beyond praise”. 

Extract from London Gazette 9 November 1944. 

 

 

THE VICTORIA CROSS 

Subadar Netrabahadur Thapa, 5th Gurkha Rifles, 

Burma, 25/26 June 1944 

 

“Subadar Netrabahadur Thapa was in command of…  the isolated piquet known as Mortar 

Bluff…  Owing to its commanding position the retention of Mortar Bluff was vital to the safety 

of other positions farther down the ridge and to Bishenpur itself. 



 …the enemy began to attack.  For this purpose a 75 millimetre and a 37 millimetre 

gun…  poured shell after shell at point blank range for ten minutes into the narrow confines 

of the piquet, and this was followed by a determined attack of not less than one company of 

Japanese.  A fierce fight ensued in which Subadar Netrabahadur Thapa’s men, exhorted by 

their leader, held their ground against heavy odds and drove the enemy back with 

disproportionate losses… 

 …Still in considerable strength and as determined and ferocious as ever the enemy 

poured out from the jungle…  to the piquet defences…  …both the L.M.G. and T.M.G. of one 

section jammed…  and the enemy …  over-ran this and another section, killing or wounding 

12 out of the 16 men…  Subadar Netrabahadur Thapa himself…  stemmed any further 

advance with grenades. 

 …at 0400 hours a section of 8 men with grenades and small arms ammunition arrived.  

Their arrival inevitably drew fire and all the 8 were soon casualties…  Subadar Netrabahadur 

Thapa retrieved the ammunition and …  took the offensive…  Whilst so doing he received a 

bullet wound in the mouth followed shortly by a grenade which killed him outright.  His body 

was found next day, khukri in hand and a dead Japanese with a cleft skull by his side. 

 …His fine example of personal bravery and his high sense of duty so inspired his men 

that a vital position was held to the limit of human endurance…” 

Extracts from London Gazette 12 October 1944 

 

 

THE VICTORIA CROSS 

Naik Agansing  Rai, 5th Gurkha  Rifles, 

Burma, 26 June 1944 

 

“…After a preliminary artillery concentration, the Company went into the attack but on 

reaching a false crest about 80 yards from its objective, it was pinned down by heavy and 

accurate fire from a machine-gun in “Mortar Bluff” and a .37millimetre gun in the jungle, 

suffering many casualties.  Naik Agansing Rai, appreciating that more delay would inevitably 

result in heavier casualties, at once led his section under withering fire directly at the 

machine-gun and, firing as he went, charged the position, himself killing three of the crew of 

four.  Inspired by this cool act of bravery the section surged forward across the bullet swept 

ground and routed the whole garrison of “Mortar Bluff”. 

 This position was now under intense fire from the .37 millimetre gun in the jungle and 

from “Water Piquet”.  Naik Agansing Rai at once advanced towards the gun,  …    killed three 

of the crew and his men killed the other two.  The party then returned to “Mortar Bluff” 



where the rest of their platoon were forming up for the final assault on “Water Piquet”.  In 

the subsequent advance heavy machine-gun fire and showers of grenades from an isolated 

bunker position caused further casualties. Once more, with indomitable courage, Naik 

Agansing Rai, covered by his Bren gunner, advanced alone with a grenade in one hand and 

his Thompson Sub-Machine gun in the other…  and…   killed all four occupants of the bunker.  

The enemy…   now fled before the onslaught on “Water Piquet” and this position too was 

captured. 

 Naik Agansing Rai’s magnificent display of initiative, outstanding bravery and gallant 

leadership, so inspired the rest of the Company that, in spite of heavy casualties, the result 

of this important action was never in doubt”. 

Extract from London Gazette 5 October 1944. 

 

 

THE VICTORIA CROSS 

Major Frank Gerald Blaker, MC, 9th Gurkha Rifles, 

Burma, 9 July1944 

 

“In Burma on 9th July, 1944, a Company of the 9th Gurkha Rifles was ordered to carry out a 

wide, encircling movement across unknown and precipitous country, through dense jungle, 

to attack a strong enemy position on the summit of an important hill overlooking Taungni.  

Major Blaker carried out this movement with the utmost precision and took up a position 

with his Company on the extreme right flank of the enemy, in itself a feat of considerable 

military skill. 

 Another Company, after bitter fighting, had succeeded in taking the forward edge of 

the enemy position by a frontal assault, but had failed to reach the main crest of the hill in 

the face of fierce opposition.  At this crucial moment Major Blaker’s Company came under 

heavy and accurate fire at close range from a medium machine gun and two light machine 

guns, and their advance was also completely stopped. 

 Major Blaker then advanced ahead of his men through very heavy fire and, in spite of 

being severely wounded in the arm by a grenade, he located the machine guns, which were 

the pivot of the enemy defence, and single handed charged the position. When hit by a burst 

of three rounds through the body, he continued to cheer on his men while lying on the 

ground.  His fearless leadership and outstanding courage so inspired the Company that they 

stormed the hill and captured the objective, while the enemy fled in terror into the jungle. 



 Major Blaker died of wounds while being evacuated from the battlefield.  His heroism 

and self sacrifice were beyond all praise and contributed in no small way to the defeat of the 

enemy and the successful outcome of the operations” 

London Gazette 26 September 1944. 

 

 

 

THE VICTORIA CROSS 

Rifleman Bhanbhagta Gurung, 2nd Gurkha Rifles, 

Burma, 5 March 1945 

 

“…On approaching the objective one of the sections was forced to ground by very heavy Light 

Machine Gun, grenade and mortar fire, and…  accurate fire from a tree sniper…  Rifleman 

Bhanbhagta Gurung, being unable to fire from the lying position, stood up fully exposed to 

the heavy fire and calmly killed the sniper with his rifle…The section then advanced…  but 

was…  again attacked by very heavy fire.  Rifleman Bhanbhagta Gurung …  dashed forward 

alone and attacked the first enemy fox-hole.  Throwing two grenades, he killed the two 

occupants and… rushed on to the next enemy fox-hole and killed the Japanese in it with his 

bayonet. 

 Two further enemy fox-holes were still bringing fire to bear …  Rifleman Bhanbhagta 

Gurung dashed forward alone and cleared these with bayonet and grenade, …  subjected to 

almost continuous and point-blank Light Machine Gun fire from a bunker on the North tip of 

the objective, …  Rifleman Bhanbhagta Gurung …  doubled forward and leapt on to the roof 

of the bunker from where…  he flung two No.77 smoke grenades into the bunker slit.  Two 

Japanese rushed out of the bunker…  Rifleman Bhanbhagta Gurung promptly killed them both 

with his Khukri.  A remaining Japanese inside was still firing the Light Machine Gun…  so 

Rifleman Bhanbhagta Gurung crawled inside the bunker, killed this Japanese gunner and 

captured the Light Machine Gun. 

 …Rifleman Bhanbhagta Gurung ordered the nearest Bren gunner and two riflemen to 

take up positions in the captured bunker.  The enemy counter-attack followed soon after, 

but under Rifleman Bhanbhagta Gurung’s command the small party inside the bunker 

repelled it with heavy loss to the enemy. 

 Rifleman Bhanbhagta Gurung showed outstanding bravery and complete disregard to 

for his own safety.  His courageous clearing of five enemy positions single-handed was in 

itself decisive in capturing the objective…” 

Extracts from London Gazette 5 June 1945. 



 

 

THE VICTORIA CROSS 

Rifleman Lachhiman Gurung, 8th Gurkha Rifles, 

Burma, 12/13 May 1945 

 

“…  Rifleman Lachhiman Gurung was manning the most forward post of his platoon.  At 0120 

hours at least 200 enemy assaulted his Company position.  The brunt of the attack was borne 

by Rifleman Lachhiman Gurung’s section and by his own post in particular…  Before 

assaulting, the enemy hurled innumerable grenades at the position from close range.  One 

grenade fell on the lip of Rifleman Lachhiman Gurung’s trench; he at once grabbed it and 

hurled it back at the enemy.  Almost immediately another grenade fell directly inside his 

trench.  Again this Rifleman snatched it up and threw it back.  A third grenade fell just in front 

of the trench.  He attempted to throw it back, but it exploded in his hand, blowing off his 

fingers, shattering his right arm and severely wounding him in the face, body and right leg.  

His two comrades were also badly wounded and lay helpless in the bottom of the trench. 

 …Rifleman Lachhiman Gurung, regardless of his wounds, fired and loaded his rifle with 

his left hand…  Wave after wave of fanatical attacks were thrown in by the enemy and all 

were repulsed with heavy casualties.  For four hours after being severely wounded, Rifleman 

Lachhiman Gurung remained alone at his post waiting with perfect calm for each attack…  Of 

the 87 enemy dead counted in the immediate vicinity of the Company locality, 31 lay in front 

of this Rifleman’s section, the key to the whole position… 

 This Rifleman, by his magnificent example, so inspired his comrades to resist the 

enemy to the last, that, although surrounded and cut off for three days and two nights, they 

held and smashed every attack…” 

Extracts from London Gazette 27 July 1945. 

 

More Detailed Decription of the Burma Campaign produced by the Gurkha Museum some 

years ago follows in its entirety.  
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