A ROLL OF THE BRITISH OFFICERS, GURKHA
OFFICERS AND OTHER RANKS OF THE SIRMOOR
BATTALION WHO WERE AWARDED THE INDIAN
MUTINY MEDAL WITH CLASP DELHI!

by Denis Wood

Introduction
The Sirmoor Battalion’s gallant conduct during the Siege of Delhi was to have a
profound effect on the composition of the Bengal, Indian and British Armies.

In 1857 there were only two Gurkha Regiments in the Honourable East India
Company’s Bengal Army: the Malaun Regiment which became the 1st King George
V’s Own Gurkha Rifles and the Sirmoor Battalion which became the 2nd King Edward
VII's Own Goorkhas (The Sirmoor Rifles). There was also the Kemaoon Battalion a
Garhwali military police unit which many years later, having changed its Garhwalis for
Gurkhas, was to become the 3rd Queen Alexandra’s Own Gurkha Rifles. Neither the
Malaun Regiment nor the Kemaoon Battalion played an important role during the Indian
Mutiny although the Kemaoon Battalion took part in the storming of the Kashmir Gate
on the 14 September 1857.

By earning the admiration and affection of the British Army regiments alongside it
at Delhi the Sirmoor Battalion and its Gurkhas paved the way for creation of a Gurkha
Brigade starting with the raising of the Extra Goorkha Regiment (later to become the
4th Prince of Wales’s Own Gurkha Rifles) on 1 July 1857 and leading to the formation
in the Indian Army of ten regular Gurkha regiments each of two battalions. A further
regiment, the 11th Gurkha Rifles of four battalions was raised from May 1918 onwards
and disbanded by March 1922. During the Great War of 1914-1919 the regular Gurkha
regiments raised ten wartime battalions which were all disbanded by 1923. It is
impossible to be accurate with numbers but it is estimated that some 90,780 (or more)
Gurkhas served during the Great War.

Even greater numbers of Gurkhas served during the Second World War; the estimate
is 137,883 directly employed by the Crown (plus others enlisted in the Indian States
Forces for example). The ten regular regiments had 44 infantry battalions between them.
They took part in fighting in the Middle East, Egypt and the countries of North Africa,
including Tunisia, and Italy, Greece, Malaya and Singapore, and on the North West
Frontier of India, Assam and Burma (including fighting in both Chindit expeditions).
Each regiment had a large Training Centre with several Training Battalions. There were
also five advanced training battalions, two parachute battalions, and a Garrison
Company. It was an immense contribution towards Britain winning the War.

After Indian Independence, on 1 January 1948, four regular regiments, the 2nd, 6th,
7th, and 10th Gurkha Rifles, each of two battalions were transferred to the British Army.
Since then several corps have been added to provide engineer, signals and transport
support, so that from 1948 to 1960 there was a complete 17th Gurkha Division to fight
and defeat the communist terrorists in Malaya 1948-60. In December 1962 the Ist
Battalion 2nd Goorkhas was the first unit to land in Brunei to defeat the rebellion and
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from 1963 to 1966 all eight Gurkha battalions fought in Borneo.

The present day British Army contains about 3,500 Gurkhas serving in The Royal
Gurkha Rifles consisting of two infantry battalion plus reinforcement companies to be
attached to understrength British battalions, Engineer, Signals and Transport Regiments
and in various miscellaneous establishments such as the Infantry Training Centres at
Catterick and Brecon, and the Band of The Brigade of Gurkhas There is also a
Demonstration Company at the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst. Some British-born
Gurkhas are directly enlisted into British regiments and corps.

The Sirmoor Battalion’s conduct at Delhi thus played a supremely important part in
creating the British Army we have today. This article tells something of the story.

The Sirmoor Battalion was raised at the end of the 2nd Nepaul War in April 1815 by
Lieutenant Frederick Young. Its first major action, for which it received the Battle
Honour BHURTPOOR, was at the Siege of Bhurtpoor from 9 December 1825 to 18
January 1826 where a detachment of about 100 officers and men from the battalion was
engaged. No medal was approved for this battle until March 1851 when the Honourable
East India Company’s Army of India Medal with clasp BHURTPOOR was
retrospectively awarded to those who were still alive. The medal, which has a pale blue
ribbon, was designed by William Wyon.

The Army of India Medal With clasp BHURTPOOR. Courtesy of The Gurkha Museum.
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The Indian Mutiny Medal

The obverse and reverse of the Indian Mutiny Medal 1857-1858 with clasp DELHI.
Courtesy of The Gurkha Museum, Winchester.

The medal awarded for the Indian Mutiny is in silver. The obverse was designed by
William Wyon and the reverse by Leonard Charles Wyon. The recipient’s name is
impressed round the rim in block Roman letters. The clasp DELHI was awarded to those
officers and men who served there between 30 May and 14 September 1857.

No official Medal Roll for the Sirmoor Battalion has come to light either in The
British Library or in New Delhi. The following roll of recipients lists all those members
of the Sirmoor Battalion who are known to have received it. The total falls far short of
the number of 420 which is stated by the Commanding Officer, Major Charles Reid, in
Reid’s Diary to have been present. The roll of those so far proved to have been there, 90
officers and men, is as follows:

British Officers

Lieutenant A.D. Butter. b. 1838. Ensign 12 December 1856. doing duty with the
Sirmoor Battalion at Delhi in May and June 1858. He became a Major General on
retirement on 4 April 1887. d. 30 July 1887.

Lieutenant Owen Ivan Chalmers. Ensign 10 December 1854. Major 10 December
1884 d. 14 September 1893. In a letter from Palace Delhi dated 14 May 1858 he stated

139



that Lieutenant A. D. Butter doing duty with the Sirmoor Battalion had been ordered to
take command of the Depot Sirmoor Battalion. In June 1858 he was Officiating Adjutant
of the Sirmoor Battalion in Palace Delhi.

Bt Major Charles Reid. b. 1818. Ensign 13 June 1835. Joined the Sirmoor Battalion
in April 1840. Bt Major 2 October 1852. Commanding Officer at Delhi. General |
October 1887. Unemployed Special List 1 July 1880. d. 23 August 1901. CB 1858. KCB

— 1871. GCB 1886. Wounded in the head on
10 June 1857, on the spine by a spent ball
on 17 June and again on 14 September
1857 when he was hit in the head and was
carried out of action. He kept a Diary
[footnote b] throughout the siege. He also
held the Sutlej Medal for ALTWAL 1846
with clasp SOBRAON, India General
Service Medal 1854.with clasp PEGU
Indian Mutiny Medal with clasp DELHL
These are in The Gurkha Museum,
Winchester. Accession no. 1998.02.46.

Lieutenant Sutherland Ross, 9th NL
Ensign 1854. Lieutenant 1857. On 27 May
1857 Charles Reid asked the DAAG for him
to be sent to the Sirmoor Battalion and he
joined a day or two later. Acting Adjutant.
Wounded on 14 July. Died of Cholera in the
Field Hospital on 19 July 1857. Buried in
Rajpur Cemetery, Delhi.

Lieutenant Alexander Haldane Eckford.
b. 1837. Ensign 1854. Slightly wounded at

Major Charles Reid commanding the Sirmoor Delhi. In civil employ retaining his military

Battalion. Courtesy Colonel N.J.H. Hinton, MBE, Commission from 1858. Captain 1866.
lato 261K, Resigned his Commission in July 1875.

Lieutenant Harry Dawkins Eardley Wilmot Chester. b. 1836. Son of Colonel C.
Chester, Adjutant General of the Army who was killed at Badlai-ki-Serai on 8 June 1857.
Ensign 1854. Lieutenant Colonel 1880. With the Sirmoor Battalion at Delhi. Slightly
wounded on 14 July. Later served at Lucknow with the 11th Bengal Lancers and received
the clasp LUCKNOW as well as DELHL. In 1861 he was appointed to the Bengal Staff
Corps but a few years later he transferred to the Police. He held various civil
appointments the final one being Deputy Assistant Commissary General st Class.
Retired 1882. Died in Dehra Dun on 24 May 1888 and was buried in Chandranagar
Cemetery, Dehra Dun. His medal was in The Gurkha Museum, Winchester, - accession
no. 1991.06.03, but was exchanged c. 2004

Licutenant John Frederick Lane Fisher. b. 1832. Son of Captain John Fisher
Commanding Officer of the Sirmoor Battalion, killed at Sobraon. Ensign 1848. Wounded
on 17 June and 14 September. Thanked in a letter dated 12 August 1857 in Reid’s Diary.
Mentioned in despatches on 23 September 1857. Finished his regimental soldiering on
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The medal for ALIWAL with clasp SOBRAON. Courtesy of The Gurkha Museum.

28 May 1860 when he entered the Kumaon Commission. He held a number of
increasingly important civil appointments until May 1890 when he was placed on the
Unemployed Supernumerary List. The only medal he received is in The Gurkha
Museum, Winchester: accession no. 1999.01. 27.

Lieutenant David Blair Lockhart. b. 1829, Ensign 1848. Lieutenant 1852. At Delhi
he was seriously wounded on 12 September. The action is recounted in Reid’s Diary
pp. 53-54. He was recommended without success for the Victoria Cross. Brevet Colonel
1879. Retired 1879 and granted the Honorary rank of Major General.

Lieutenant Arthur Tulloch. b. 1832. Ensign 1853. Lieutenant 1857. Retired and
promoted Honorary Major General 1886. He was in the 20th Native Infantry which
mutinied at Meerut. Having joined the Sirmoor Battalion he was slightly wounded on
17 June and severely wounded on 15 July at Delhi. On p. 37 of Reid’s Diary it is
recorded that his wound was a very severe one and he had gone to Mussoorie. He also
held the India General Service Medal 1854 with clasps NORTH WEST FRONTIER,
BHOOTAN and LOOSHAI, the CHINA MEDAL 1857-60 and the medal for
Afghanistan 1878-80.

Young, Frederick. Not at Delhi but his details are included here because of his
importance to the story. He raised the Sirmoor Battalion in April 1815 at the conclusion
of the 2nd Nepaul War. Born 30 November 1786. Ensign 12 July 1802. Lieutenant 17
July 1804. During and after his command of the Sirmoor Battalion he served in
numerous and increasingly important civil and military posts, sometimes simultaneously,
until he retired. General 1865. d. 22 May 1874. He held the Military General Service
Medal 1793-1846 with clasp JAVA and the First India Medal 1799-1826 with clasp
NEPAUL. He was Godfather to Field Marshal The Earl Roberts of Kandahar, Pretoria
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and Waterford, VC, KG, KP, GCB, OM, GCSI, GCIE, VD.

Assistant Surgeon William Gardiner Morris, MD Edinburgh. b. 1826 in the USA.
Joined the Sirmoor Battalion in this rank as its Medical Officer in 1854. Died in Delhi
on 13 January 1858. Buried in “Nicholson’s Cemetery” Delhi.

View of the battered Hindoo Rao's house with officers and soldiers of the Sirmoor Battalion standing in
front and on the roof 14 September 1857. Courtesy of The Gurkha Museum.
Gurkha Officers
Subadar Bunia Kuttree. In a letter dated 27 March
1856 he was recommended for the Order of British
India [OBI] 2nd Class which was later awarded.
Subadar Inderbeer Lamah. Enlisted c.1825.
Severely wounded at Delhi on 8 June. In a letter dated
27 March 1858 he was recommended for the OBI 2nd
Class. In a letter from Lt. Colonel Donald Macintyre
Comdg 2nd (P.W 0.) Goorkhas dated Dehra Dun 17
October 1887 addressed to the Adjutant General —
Army Headquarters — Simla he recommended
continuance of Staff Pay to Subadar Major Inderbeer
Lamah pronounced unfit for further Service by the
Invaliding Committee that assembled at Dehra Dun
on the 15th Instant. He wrote that Inderbeer’s long
Service extended over 52 years, and that he has filled
every post invariably with the greatest credit. He has
been Drill Naick, Drill Havildar, Pay Havildar,

Havildar Major, finally Subadar Major for the last 9 Obverse of the Order of British India
) J Y Jo 2nd Class. Courtesy The Gurkha
ycars. Museum.
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The medals of Subadar Dirg Sing Jhankri. Courtesy of The Gurkha Museum.

Honorary Captain Judhbir Thapa,
Sardar Bahadur, OBI. Water colour
by Chater Paul Chater. ND but
¢.1897. Courtesy The Gurkha
Museum.

Subadar Dirg Sing Jankhri. Enlisted in 1843 and
present at the 50th anniversary reunion at Dehra Dun on
14 September 1907. His medals also include the Sutlej
medal for ALIWAL 1846 with clasp SOBRAON, the
India General Service Medal 1854 with clasps
LOOSHAI and NORTH WEST FRONTIER and the
Afghan War Medal 1878-80 with clasp KABUL. His
medals are in The Gurkha Museum Winchester accession
number 1998.02.64.

Subadar Jokea Pun, Bahadur OBI. Enlisted in the
Sirmoor Battalion in 1815 [?]. He was the last serving
survivor of those who had fought at Koonja in October
1824 where he was wounded. On 21 June 1857 he was
recommended for the OBI 2nd Class which he was later
awarded.

Subadar Jokhoo Sahie, Bahadur, OBI. On 21 June
1857 he was recommended for the OBI 2nd Class with
title Bahadur, which he was later awarded.

Subadar Major & Hon Captain Judhbir Thapa, Sirdar
Bahadur, OBI. Hon ADC to HE the Commnder-in-Chief
India. Enlisted in 1857 and was a Sepoy at Delhi. He also
held the India General Service Medal 1854 with clasp
NORTH WEST FRONTIER, the Afghan War Medal
1878-80 with clasps KABUL and KANDAHAR and the
Kabul-Kandahar Star. Retired ¢.1897. At the 50th
anniversary reunion of Delhi veterans held in Dehra Dun
in 1907 he stood holding the Truncheon for the march
past. Subject of a watercolour/gouache painting by
Chater Paul Chater ND but c.1897.
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A ULy AL R AR

Contemporary water colour showing soldiers of the Sirmoor Battalion who had cut down a large tree using
it to batter down the double wooden gates of the dacoit fort at Koonja. The whistle chain boss on the 2nd
Goorkhas ' officers pouch belts is a ram’s head to commemorate this battle.

Subadar Mahabir Jhankri. Enlisted in 1855. He also held the India General Service
Medal 1854 with clasps NORTH WEST FRONTIER and LOOSHAI, the Afghan War
Medal 1878-80 with clasps KABUL and KANDAHAR. the Kabul-Kandahar Star and
the Delhi Durbar Medal 1902. Present at the 50th anniversary reunion of Delhi veterans
held in Dehra Dun on 14 September 1907. Photograph in 2GR Regimental History Vol
I, p. 150.

Subadar Makanda Basniath. Wounded at Delhi on 4 September 1857.

Subadar Maniram Ghale. Enlisted in 1847. He also held the India General Service Medal
1854 with clasps NORTH WEST FRONTIER and LOOSHAL, the Afghan War Medal 1878-
80 with clasps KABUL and KANDAHAR, the Kabul-Kandahar Star and the Delhi Durbar
Medal 1902. Present at the 50th anniversary reunion of Delhi veterans in Dehra Dun on 14
September 1907. Photograph in 2GR Regimental History Vol I, p. 150.

Subadar Mohan Sing Maharah (also spelt Mahra). Enlisted in 1846. Awarded the IOM
3rd Class for DELHI. He also held the India General Service Medal 1854 with clasps
NORTH WEST FRONTIER and LOOSHAL, the Afghan War Medal 1878-80 with clasps
KABUL and KANDAHAR and the Kabul-Kandahar Star. On 12 August 1883 in response
to his petition of 9 August Lt. Colonel® Arthur Battye Commanding 2d (P.W.0.) Goorkhas
in Dehra Dun# wrote that the Subadar’s account of the part he took in the Battle of Kandahar
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is most exaggerated and misleading, what really occurred was this. The Regiment being in
Quarter Columns was ordered to extend to advance on the village of Sahibdad in
Skirmishing Order. The companies were ordered to extend, two in support and the
remainder in reserve. The Subadar happened to be commanding one of the skirmishing
companies, and was wounded severely in the arm during the advance and had to go to the
rear. Up to this time he had not been conspicuous for any thing in particular and had certainly
not performed any act of gallantry that would be rewarded with the Order of Merit. He was
present at the 50th anniversary of Delhi reunion at Dehra Dun on 14 September 1907. His
photograph is in 2GR Regimental History Vol I, on p. 150.

Subadar Major Motiram Thapa. The 1st
Battalion Digest of Services for 1898 notes that
he had completed nearly 35 years service. “On
23 July [1898] Pensioned SM5 Motiram Thapa
died at Dehra. He was the son of SM Singbir
Thapa and had served in the bn® from 1851 to
1886 taking part in all the campaigns in which
the bn was engaged during that period.”

Subadar Oojeri Kandari. Wounded at Delhi
on 26 June 1857.

Subadar Rutton Newar. Wounded at Delhi
on 30 June 1857.

Subadar Rutton Sing Tappah, Bahadur,
OBI. In a letter dated 27 March 1858 he was
recommended for the OBI 2nd Class which
he later received.

Subadar Major Sarabjit Gurung. The 2nd
Battalion Digest of Services for 1890 records
that he retired on 18 March 1890 after 37
years of loyal, gallant and faithful service
with unblemished character. As he was a
transfer from the 1st Battalion on the 2nd
Battalion’s raising in 1886 he was probably
in the Sirmoor Battalion at Delhi in 1857.

Subadar Sing Bir Thappa (also spelt
Singbeer Tappa). He had been one of the
Garrison of Kalunga during the Nepal War of
1814-1815. Enlisted in the Sirmoor Battalion

The Indian Order of Merit 3rd Class in 1815. Wounded in the neck at Delhi on 9
oy of The Cuckhey Kitse. July and returned to Dehra Dun. In a letter
dated 21 June 1857 he was recommended for

the OBI 1st Class with title Sirdar Bahadur. After retiring he was given a grant of land.

Jemadar Badal Thapa, IOM, (also spelt Buddul Tappah). On 27 March 1858 he was
recommended for advancement to the 2nd Class Indian Order of Merit [IOM] having
been awarded the IOM 3rd Class as a Sepoy at the Battle of Sobraon. On receiving it he
became the only person in the 2nd Goorkhas ever to have been advanced in Class of
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IOM. His actions are described on p.
25 of Reid’s Diary. He also held the
medal for ALIWAL with clasp
SOBRAON.

Jemadar Gobindoo  Maharah.
Wounded at Delhi on 23 June 1857.

Jemadar Madho Sing, pensioner. In
a letter dated 2 May it was reported that
“the Jemadar had only got the Medal
for ALIWAL with clasp SOBRAON
and the Indian Mutiny Medal but he
had not received the Frontier Medal”.

Jemadar Ram Sing Newar. Wounded
at Delhi on 14 September 1857.

Gurkha Other Ranks

Havildar Bawandar Bee Sing Bawun
10th Co. On 29 March 1858 in a letter
from Palace Delhi the officiating
Adjutant acknowledged the proceed-
ings of a Court of Inquest at Deyrah of
his cause of death.

Havildar Buddu Thapa. His medal is
in The Gurkha Museum: accession
no.1987. 01.4.

Havildar Gangaram Brahmin.
Awarded the IOM 3rd Class by G.G.O.
No 380 of 25 August 1858.

Havildar Koomay Muhut. His medal is in The Gurkha Museum: accession no.
1991.06. 02.

Havildar Ransur Lama (also spelt Runsoor Lamah). 2d Co. On 27 March 1858 he
was strongly recommended for the IOM 3rd Class and was awarded it by G.G.O. No
380 of 25 August 1858,

Havildar Ransur Thapa (also spelt Runsoor Tappah). On 27 March 1858 he was
recommended for the IOM 3rd Class and was awarded it by G.G.O. No 380 of 25 August
1858.

Havildar Singbir Khattri. Received the IOM 3rd Class for Delhi 1857. Enlisted in
1845. He also held the medals for ALIWAL 1846 with clasp SOBRAON, the India
General Service Medal 1854 with clasps NORTH WEST FRONTIER and LOOSHAI
and the Delhi Durbar Medal 1902. He was present at the 50th anniversary reunion of
Delhi veterans held in Dehra Dun on 14 September 1907. Photograph in 2GR
Regimental History Volume 1, p. 150.

Havildar Surrupjeet Khutree. Killed in action at Delhi.

Havildar Tikaram Rana. Enlisted in 1843. He also held the medals for ALIWAL 1846
with clasp SOBRAON, the India General Service Medal 1854 with clasps NORTH

The Order of British India Ist Class.
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WEST FRONTIER and LOOSHALI and the Delhi Durbar Medal 1902. He was present
at the 50th anniversary reunion of Delhi veterans held in Dehra Dun on 14 September
1907. Photograph in 2GR Regimental History Volume I.

Drill Naick Jooteah Thappa. Killed in action at Delhi 1857. Statement in a letter
from Major Arthur Battye Commandant 2d (P.W.0.) Goorkhas in Dehra Dun.

Naik Rooderah Sarkee. On 9 May 1877 Major Arthur Battye Offg7 Commandg 2d
Goorkhas acknowledged receipt of his Indian Mutiny Medal with clasp DELHI and
India General Service Medal 1854 with clasps NORTH WEST FRONTIER and
LOOSHAL

Naick Surbeer (also spelt Soorbeer) Rana. 7th Co. On 27 March 1858 he was
recommended for the IOM 3rd Class and was awarded it by G.G.O. No 380 of 25
August 1858.

Rifleman Bag Sing Kuttree. He also held the medal for ALIWAL1846 with clasp
SOBRAON. The pair sold at auction on 29 September 2007.

Sepoy Bahadur Bundaree 3rd Co. On 27t March 1858 he was recommended for
the IOM 3rd Class and was awarded it by G.G.O. No 380 of 25 August 1858. His
medals were sold by an auction house on 7 October 2009.

Sepoy Bahadur Sing 2d Co. On 27 March 1858 he was recommended for the IOM
3rd Class and was awarded it by G.G.O. No 380 of 25 August 1858.

Sepoy Bulbeer Sahie 6th Co. On 27 March 1858 he was recommended for the IOM
3rd Class and was awarded it by G.G.0O. No 380 of 25 August 1858,

Sepoy Bunnoo Pumar. Ist Co. Died of wounds at Delhi. On 27 March 1858 he
was recommended for the IOM 3rd Class.

Rifleman Chumpoo Thappa.

Sepoy Dabee Sing Rana 1st Co. Killed in action. On 27 March 1858 he was
recommended for the IOM 3rd Class.

Sepoy Davy late Sepoy Sirmoor Battalion. In a letter dated Deyra Dhoon 20 July
1858 Lt Coll Reid stated that he was one of the worst characters the Sirmoor Battalion
ever had and was dismissed by sentence of Court Martial and furnished with a
discharge certificate.

Sepoy Dulbeer Tappa (also spelt Thappa) 3d Co. On 27 March 1858 he was
recommended for the IOM 3rd Class and was awarded it by G.G.O. No 380 of 25
August 1858.

Rifleman Dulliah Lohar. He also held the medal for ALIWAL 1846 with clasp
SOBRAON inscribed Sepoy. Both medals belong to Colonel Richard Cawthorne who
bought them ten years apart.

Sepoy Dundapandee Oojeall 5th Co. On 27 March 1858 he was recommended for
the IOM 3rd Class and was awarded it by G.G.O. No 380 of 25 August 1858.

Sepoy Gopaul Gurtee. In a letter from Lt Coll Chas Reid Comding Sirmoor Battn
dated Deyra Dhoon 16 July 1858 he said that this man was one of the worst characters
the Sirmoor Battalion ever had and was dismissed by sentence of Court Martial.

Sepoy Gungara Brahmin 8th Co. On 27 March 1858 he was recommended for the
IOM 3rd Class and was awarded it by G.G.O. No 380 of 25 August 1858.

Rifleman Harkoo Groon. His Indian Mutiny Medal with clasp DELHI was in The
Gurkha Museum but sold in 1998. Accession no.1995.06.28.
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Sepoy Jessadoo Bundaree (also spelt Jessedoo Bhundaree) 7th Co. On 27 March
1858 he was recommended for the IOM 3rd Class and was awarded it by G.G.O. No
380 of 25 August 1858.

Rifleman Jootea Damie. Enlisted c.1850. Became a Jemadar. Retired ¢.October
1884, Stated by Lieutenant Colonel S.E. Becher in a letter to The Adjutant General in
India dated Meerut, 22 January 1884 that he becomes confused on parade which the
Colonel attributes to loss of memory and constitutional nervousness rather than want
of zeal. Colonel Becher asked that he be allowed to remain on the Rolls until October
next and then brought before the Invaliding Committee. He will have completed three
years service in his present rank on 1 June 1884 and 34 years service on 1 July 1884.

Sepoy Khedaroo Opadia 1st Co. On 27 March 1858 he was recommended for the
IOM 3rd Class and was awarded it by G.G.O. No 380 of 25 August 1858,

Goorkha Khumah Poomar 7th Co. On 9 June 1858 he left Palace Delhi on medical
certificate for change of air and was to be returned as Convalescent.

Rifleman Khurruckbeer Gurti. His Indian Mutiny Medal with clasp DELHI
belongs to Major John Harrop, late 2nd Goorkhas. On 27 March 1858 he was
recommended for the IOM 3rd Class.

Rifleman Kurbeer Tappa. His medal was sold by an auction house on 19 July 2017.

Goorkha Kurnbeer Kwas 5th Co. On 9 June 1858 he left Palace Delhi on medical
certificate for change of air and was to be returned as Convalescent.

Rifleman Kurruck Sing. On 18 February 1858 Major Reid writing from Palace
Delhi objected to his transfer from the Sirmoor Battalion.

Rifleman Kuttoo Sarkee. Awarded the IOM 3rd Class by G.G.O. No 380 of 25
August 1858.

Sepoy Lall Sing. One of Major Reid’s Orderlies. Mentioned on p.18 of Reid’s
Diary as having killed the Sirdar Bahadur of the 60th Native Infantry.

Sepoy Madho Bungaree (also spelt Bhundaree) 10th Co. On 27 March 1858 he
was recommended for the IOM 3rd Class and was awarded it by G.G.O. No 380 of
25 August 1858.

Goorkah Mahabeer Kour. 10th Co. On 9 June 1858 he left Palace Delhi on medical
certificate for change of air and was to be returned as Convalescent.

Sepoy Matbar 5th Co. On 29 March in a letter from Palace Delhi the officiating
Adjutant acknowledged the proceedings of a Court of Inquest at Deyrah of his cause of
death. The Commanding Officer wrote that the Sirdar Bahadur was perfectly justified in
ordering him to be shot as he had committed murder and afterwards attempted to resist a
guard. He added that it “redounds greatly to the credit of the Sirdar Bahadoor™.

Sepoy Maun Sing Gullay On 27 March 1858 he was recommended for the IOM
3rd Class and was awarded it by G.G.O. No 380 of 25 August 1858. His medal was
in The Gurkha Museum.

Sepoy Mohansing Khattree 1st Co. His Indian Mutiny Medal with clasp DELHI
was in The Gurkha Museum, Winchester but was sold in 1988. Accession no. 75.

Sepoy Mohun Sing Maharah. Was awarded the IOM 3rd Class by G.G.O. No 380
of 25 August 1858.

Sepoy Moteeram Tappah (also spelt Thappa) 6h Co. On 27 March 1858 he was
recommended for the IOM 3rd Class and was awarded it by G.G.O. No 380 of 25
August 1858.
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Sepoy Nurothum Bhist 5th Co. Killed in action at Delhi. On 27 March 1858 he
was recommended for the IOM 3rd Class.

Sepoy Nuthoo Poomar 2d Co. On 27 March 1858 he was recommended for the
IOM 3rd Class and was awarded it by G.G.O. No 380 of 25 August 1858.

Sepoy Poorun Raoll 2d Co. Killed in action. On 27 March 1858 he was
recommended for the IOM 3rd Class.

Sepoy Puddum Sing Newar 2d Co. On 27 March 1858 he was recommended for the
IOM 3rd Class and was awarded it by G.G.O. No 380 of 25 August 1858.

Rifleman Ramchandar Khawas. Enlisted in 1854. He also held the India General
Service Medal 1854 with clasps NORTH WEST FRONTIER and LOOSHAL He was
present at the 50th anniversary reunion of Delhi veterans at Dehra Dun on 14 September
1907. Photograph in 2GR Regimental History Volume I.

Sepoy Ramdeen Koormee 4th Co. On 27 March 1858 he was recommended for the
IOM 3rd Class and was awarded it by G.G.O. No 380 of 25 August 1858.

Sepoy Singbeer Kuttree (also spelt Khuttree) 4th Co. On 27 March 1858 he was
recommended for the IOM 3rd Class and was awarded it by G.G.O. No 380 of 25 August
1858.

Goorkah Soonder Groon 10th Co. On 9 June 1858 he left Palace Delhi on medical
certificate for change of air and was to be returned as Convalescent.

Rifleman Soorbeer Rana.

Rifleman Surrupjeet Doorah. His medal was sold by an auction house in March 2017.

Rifleman Thappa. No. 234. Enlisted c.1851. Became a Havildar. Retired c.October
1883.

Sepoy Ticca Ram. Wounded at Delhi on 17 June and died that evening. On p. | of
Reid’s Diary, Major Reid writes “This little fellow was one of the best shots in the
Regiment. He had killed 22 tigers in the Dhoon. He was asleep, poor fellow, when he
was wounded.”

Bugler Bagteah Damaie. His Indian Mutiny Medal with clasp DELHI was in The
Gurkha Museum in May 1998.

Bugler Nurbeer Damie. Enlisted c. 1853. Became 1st Bugle Major.

Bugler Parmal Damie. Enlisted 1855. He also held the India General Service Medal
1854 with clasps NORTH WEST FRONTIER and LOOSHALI. He was present at the
50th anniversary reunion of veterans of Delhi held at Dehra Dun on 14 September 1907.
Photograph in 2GR Regimental History Volume I.

British Soldiers

Sergeant Major Thomas Doyle. Major Reid reported that he showed distinguished
conduct and gallantry throughout the Siege of Delhi and on 23 March 1858
recommended him for promotion to Ensign unattached.

Quartermaster Sergeant James Linden. Killed in action on 9 September 1857.

Quartermaster Sergeant Edward Taylor. He held the Indian Mutiny Medal 1857-58
with no clasp indicating that he joined the Sirmoor Battalion in time to take part with it
in the rounding up of escaped rebels in 1858. He also held the India General Service
Medal 1854 with clasp NORTH WEST FRONTIER and the Indian Army Meritorious
Service Medal. His medals were sold by a dealer in late 2022.
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Private Charles Lee served at Delhi in the 1st Battalion 60th Rifles. On 18 February
1858 Major Reid requested that he be transferred to the Sirmoor Battalion as
Quartermaster Sergeant.

Conclusion
This Roll contains only a small proportion of the 420 all grades at Delhi stated by Major
Charles Reid, the Commanding Officer, in his diary to have been present between 30
May and 14 September 1857.

It would be of great value if any of our readers could add anyone’s name to the roll.
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b 2nd King Edward VII's Own Goorkha Rifles (The Sirmoor Rifles) 1857 CENTENARY of THE SIEGE OF
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by MAJOR REID COMMANDING THE SIRMOOR BATTALION. Printed by W. G. Kingham (Printers)
Ltd.), 14 High Street King's Langley. Hereafter Reid’s Diary.
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Published by The Gurkha Museum in conjunction with FireStep Publishing 2014,

e Digest of Services Ist Battalion 2nd Goorkhas Volume I, 1815 to 1898.

f Digest of Services 2nd Battalion 2nd Goorkhas Volume 1 1886 to 1925,

NOTES:

1 The Sirmoor Rifles became the 2nd King Edward VII's Own Goorkhas (The Sirmoor Rifles).

2 Prince of Wales’s Own.

3 The name of the rank is spelt Lieutenant Colonel, but throughout this article it is spelt as it occurs in the
source documents e.g. Lieut-Coll and Lt Colonel.

4 Dehra Dun is a city and a military cantonment which lies in the foothills of the Himalayas. In British India
it was in the United Provinces and is now the Capital of Uttakhand. It was the home base of the Sirmoor
Battalion which had its Depot there for about 130 years.. In this article it is spelt variously as Deyra, Deyrah,
Dehra and Deyra Dhoon as it occurs in the source documents.

5 Subadar Major.

6 In this article formation and unit titles of Brigade, Battalion and Company have abbreviations such as Bde,
Battn, bn, Co, Coy which are shown as they occur in the source documents. Infantry battalions are divided
into companies.

7 Officiating.
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